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It’s hard not to fall completely in love with a city like San Diego. With year-round sunshine, the
nicest people you will ever meet, urban venues and stylish accommodations, this is THE
BESTplace to visit. For those of you who have not had the chance to call San Diego home, this is
for you! Don't worry SoCal locals, this is also helpful for locals who want to explore new places
in their city. Items noted in blue are highly recommended and my all-time personal favorites.

WHERE TO STAY
Finding the perfect location is imperative during your time in San Diego. Whether you’re
planning a nice vacation (or staycation), the saying is true: Location, Location, Location! I had
the pleasure of staying at Coronado’s beautiful and historic, Glorietta Bay Inn. Let me tell you
something, I’ve stayed at many hotels in San Diego and on Coronado Island but this is by far the
most comfortable, hospitable and enjoyable stay I’ve ever had. I was thankful that the hotel has

2 designated parking lots and a bike rack. Because let's face it, when you travel with a lot of
baggage (literally) it’s helpful to have parking so close to your room! Upon arrival you will
notice a selfie-station near the lobby, how neat is that?! I was welcomed to the hotel by the
friendly staff at the front desk and when I needed a quick nap upon my arrival, I enjoyed the
extremely comfortable bed along with my foam and feather pillows -- it was heaven! I was
fascinated by the historical significance that the Glorietta Bay Inn held in Coronado. During my
tour, I was informed of a “secret” underground tunnel that leads from the Inn to the Hotel Del
Coronado. If you're interested in learning more about this mansion turned hotel, you can read
more, here. Next time you travel to San Diego or if you’re planning a staycation, choose
Glorietta Bay Inn! For exclusive offers and discounts visit their website, here.

When looking for a place to stay consider the following:
1. Location (!!)
2. Price
3. Parking
4. Comfort
5. Amenities
6. Tech (Wi-fi)
7. Reviews

WHERE TO EAT
Finding the best places to eat in San Diego is almost, if not, just as important as finding a place
to stay. Above, you will notice that I’ve listed some of my favorites local hotspots. But
whenever I’m in town, I ALWAYS start my journey at my favorite San Diego breakfast café,The
Fig Tree Café in PB. This place is to die for...seriously! I can not praise it enough. I would be lying
if I said that I’ve never tasted bacon this good. Remember, I’m here to help you forge your way
into the delicious culinary scene while in San Diego. Be sure to check out the restaurants noted
above and to consider...

When looking for a great place, consider the following:
1. Location (!!)
2. Price
3. Parking
4. Ambience
5. Crowd (Kid Friendly, Bar, etc)
6. Type of Cuisine
7. Reviews (Yelp is my go to!)

Here are details on my top 5 favorites:

1. The Fig Tree Café
I cannot say enough about this place, it's my favorite go-to spot for brunch in San Diego.
Although The Fig Tree Cafe has multiple locations, I personally favor the Pacific Beach location,
the best. This original café inhabits an old cottage with a dog-friendly patio, surrounded by a
garden-like setting just an ear shot of the beach. The man candy bacon is a must try and a
signature item you will notice in some of the dishes or drinks.

Tip: They have AMAZING Happy Hour, check out their Happy Hour Menu, here.

The Fig Tree Cafe
5119 Cass Street
Pacific Beach, CA 92109
858-274-2233

2. Union Kitchen & Tap
Union kitchen & tap is a neighborhood restaurant and tavern that serves New American Food,
local craft beer, wine and hand crafted cocktails. The restaurant is located in the heart of the
Gaslamp District, with great outdoor-patio and indoor seating. The last time I was here, I had a
delicious bloody mary and flavorful calamari appetizer.

Tip: If you're looking to bar hop, ask your server for the best recommendation.

Union Kitchen & Tap
333 5th Ave
San Diego, CA 92101
619-795-9463

3. Golds Donut
This place is amazing!!! I just discovered this place last year, the woman behind the counter is
so kind and generous. She adds an extra doughnuts and tells me her favorites to help me
decide. The assortment she gave me was full of every kind from filled to old fashioned. The
doughnuts were not greasy, the glaze was crisp, and they hold up well even the next day!

Tip: Ask for recommendations if you can't decide, you won't be disappointed!

Golds Donuts
3460 Adams Ave
San Diego, CA 92116
619-563-6472

4. Lou & Mickey's Restaurant and Cocktail Lounge
Lou & Mickey's is a restaurant and cocktail lounge that is known for it's elegant ambience,
delicious sea food and exotic drinks. Located in the Gaslamp District, this place is a must go if
you're looking for both indoor and outdoor seating with a view. I went here for the first time
this year and it did not disappoint! I actually tried my first oyster and to my surprise, it was
delicious and flavorful.

Tip: If it's a beautiful day, sit on the patio and enjoy the view! Oh, and the bruschetta is a must
try.

Lou & Mickey's
224 Fifth Avenue
San Diego, CA 92101
619-237-4900

5. Juice Crafters
Juice Crafters is a family owned juice bar which uses raw gourmet and natural ingredients to
prepare some of the most amazing freshly pressed juices in the world. I love going here in the
morning to start my day. They also serve powerhouse smoothies that will bring vitality to your
life and introduce you to a completely new lifestyle that delivers better body performance and
well-being. Also, did you know that their fruits and vegetables are handpicked by local farmers
and delivered daily to guarantee quality and freshness that you can taste with your every sip.
YUM!

Tip: Try the latest Tumeric Health Shot, it will power up your day!
Juice Crafters
943 Orange Ave
Coronado, CA 92118
619-319-5931

WHAT TO DO
Let’s get to the fun part! Above, I’ve noted the best places to visit and things to do while in San
Diego. If you’re looking for inspiration when planning out your day, use my list as a reference!
Let’s talk about my top 2 favorite things to do...The Hornblower Cruise & Events and GoCar
Tours.

Hornblower Cruises & Events:
I first heard about Hornblower Cruises & Events from a friend, he took his wife on a cruise
dinner for her birthday. So, I had to find out myself what was so amazing about this cruise! My
husband and I booked a dinner cruise and let me tell you...it was amazing! We were welcomed
with champagne upon our arrival and this formal sit-down dinner was complemented by music
and much needed drinks! Don’t worry, if you’re not looking to do something so formal, you can
go on a day-time whale & dolphin watching cruise...the options are endless! For more
information or to book your cruise, go here. We also received a FREE ride from Uber to our
hotel with a promo-code that is provided to you via email when you get your confirmation.
There’s plenty in life to celebrate...make this the highlight of your California visit or a close-tohome celebration, a Hornblower Cruise is always memorable.

GoCar Tours:
I saw an offer for GoCar Tours on Groupon a few years ago when I first moved to San Diego. It’s
the first-ever GPS-guided Storytelling car® -- I decided I had to experience this for myself! When
I originally did this tour, I opted in for the 1 hour tour and it was so much fun. This year, I
wanted to learn even more about my favorite city, San Diego. With year-round sunshine, miles
of sandy beaches, rich history, amazing parks and historic old town, San Diego is a must see
through the eyes of you and your GoCar! I highly recommend this for tourist and locals alike.
It’s the perfect way to take advantage of cultural diversity, especially when it’s time to take a
break from the beach!

